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FIELD MEETING, 26" JUNE 1999

A total of 107 species were recorded at Kenfig NNR on 26" June, 24 micro & 83 macro species.
A full list is available from Mike Powell however the highlights are detailed below:

Tormrix viridana & Epiblema cynosbatella (both 1st records for the site)

Perinephala lancealis (2* record)

Lesser Cream Wave Grass Rivulet

Shaded Pug (1st record) Small Seraphim

Bordered Beauty 36“‘ record) Lilac Beauty (1st record)
The Engrailed (2" record) Small Elephant Hawkmoth
White Colon Beautiful Brocade

Light Brocade Campion (3rd record)
Striped Wainscot (4" record) Rufous Minor

Silver Hook The Blackneck

Straw Dot (3™ record) Small Fan-foot (1st record)

FIELD MEETING, 10" JULY 1999

The field meeting to Gower on 10® July took place in two parts; both led by Barry Stewart.

Stefan Golaszewski, Andy Law & Dave Painter joined Barry for the morning session. This consisted of
opening moth traps at Horton and at Port Eynon, both of which had been set the night before by Barry,
then searching for Silky Wave at Overton Cliff and at Overton Mere before finally finishing at

Pengwern Common.

At the first trap at Horton, 141 species were recorded of which the mghlights were:

Ostrinia nubalis (European Corn-borer)
Mecyna asinalis (Madder Pearl)
Anerastia lotellu

Maiden’s Blush

Gallium Carpet

Scallop Shell

Satin Beauty

Crescent Dart

Galleria mellonella (Wax Moth)
Fuzophera pinguis

Mullein Wave
Chestnut-coloured Carpet
Brown Scallop

Red-necked Footman

Confused



The second trap at Port Eynon produced 125 species of which the highlights were:

Ypsolopha sequella
Galium Carpet

Eyed Hawkmoth
Crescent Dart
Devonshire Wainscot

Silky Wave
Brussels Lace
Muslin Footman
Dog’s Tooth
Confused

The visit to Overton Cliff & Mere produced 179 Silky Waves along with Batia lambdella and
Dolicharthria punctinalis (Long-legged China-mark). The larvae of Thyme Pug were also found by an

exhausted Stefan.

11 members attended the evening session, Paul Alton, Heulwen & Eddie Cooper, Dave Gilmore, Janet
& Ceri Jones, Mike Powell, Barry & Sandra Stewart, Rob Taylor and Martin White.

108 species were recorded as follows:

Ghost Swift
Ypsolopha nemorella
Batia lambdella
Agapeta zeogana

Archips podana (Large Fruit-tree Tortrix)

Olethreutes lacunana

Yponomeuta padella (Orchard Ermine)
Plutella xylostella (Diamond-back Moth)
Agonopterix nervosa

Pandemis heperana (Dark Fruit-tree Tortrix)
Cnephasia incertana (Light Grey Tortrix)
Hedya pruniana (Plum Tortrix)

Hedya dimidioalba (Marbled Orchard Tortrix)  Bactra lancealana

Epiblema uddmanniana (Brambie Shoot Moth)

Eucosma cana

Chrysoteuchia culmella

Catoptria pinella
Scoparia subfusca

Mecyna asinalis (Madder Pearl)
Pleuroptya ruralis (Mother of Pearl)
Endotrichea flammealis

Pempeliella diluta
Lackey

Chinese Character
Grass Emerald
Maiden’s Blush
Small Blood-vein
Silky Wave
Riband Wave
July Belle

Purple Bar

Tissue

Foxglove Pug
Wormwood Pug
Green Pug
Brimstone
Scalloped Oak
Peppered Moth
Mottled Beauty
Privet Hawkmoth
Elephant Hawkmoth
Pebble Prominent

Fucosma campoliliana

Spilonota ocellana (Bud Moth)
Agriphila straminella

Acentria ephemerella (Water Veneer)
Eudonia mercurella
Dolicharthria punctinalis (Long-legged China-mark)
Hypsopygia costalis (Gold Fringe)
Numonia marmored

Phycitodes binaevella

Drinker

Buff Arches

Common Emerald

Mullein Wave

Small Fan-footed Wave
Single-dotted Wave

Garden Carpet

Common Carpet

Barred Yellow

Haworth’s Pug

Lime-speck Pug

Narrow-winged Pug
Double-striped Pug

Early Thorn

Swallowtail Moth

Willow Beauty

Commen White Wave

Poplar Hawkmoth

Small Elephant Hawkmoth
Yellowtail



scarce Footman
Buff Ermine
Crescent Dart

Flame

Large Yellow Underwing
True Lovers Knot
Double Square-spot
Dot Moth

Marbled Coronet
Clay

Dark Arches
Marbled Minor
Cloaked Minor
Rustic

Pale Mottled Willow
Silver Y

Spectacle

Fan-foot

Common Footman
Heart & Dart

Dark Sword-grass
Flame Shoulder
Lesser Yellow Underwing
Ingrailed Clay

Shears

Bright-line Brown-eye
Lychnis

Small Angle Shades
Dusky Brocade
Rufous Minor
Uncertain

Mottled Rustic
Burnished Brass

Plain Golden Y

Snout

Small Fan-foot

MEMBERS WEEKEND TO PORTLAND

A total of 18 members and guests attended the member’s weekend to Portland on Friday 16"/Sunday
18 July that coincided with National Moth Night on Saturday 17" July. Rick Andrews, Phil Bristow,
Dave Gilmore, Mary, Susan, Stefan & Henrik Golaszewski, John & Jeanette Martin, Paul Parsons,
Lynne, Luke, Dominic & Mike Powell, Dave Slade, Richard Smith, Rob Taylor & Martin White all

enjoyed excellent weather and the hospita
Besides moths, birds were in evidence wit

lity of the observatory warden, Martin Cade.
h a Cuckoo in the hand at the observatory, Bearded Reedling

at Radipole Lake, Dartford Warbler at Lulworth Cove & an Osprey at Sutton Bingham reservoir on the

way home.

Reptiles were represented by
Butterflies were much in evidence wit

Wall Lizard in a local quarry and a Slow Worm near the Stoppery.
h Lulworth Skipper seen in good numbers at Portland &

Lulworth Cove, Chalkhill Blue at Tout Quarry on Portland and at Lulworth where a Dark Green

Fritillary was also seen. Portland is f
were seen and photographed at Tout
to Portland. Finally orthopteroids were repre

mous for the cretaceus form of Silver-studded Blue and these
Quarry. A total of 22 species of butterflies were seen on or close
sented by Great green & Grey Bush-crickets.

On the 16", the evening started with a search at dusk for Portland Riband Wave along the steps that go
down from Portland Museum to Church Ope Cove. We then set up two MV traps in old quarries along
the cliffs between Pennsylvania Castle and Southwell and ran these until just before 01.00. Before
breakfast on the morning of 1 7% the three traps from the observatory garden were emptied before a
search for Four Spotted along the track from the observatory to the Top fields.

The group spent the night of the N
bank that joins the “island” of Port

ational Moth Night at Ferrybridge, the castern end of the shingle
land to the rest of Dorset, known as Chesil Bank. A short stop at The

Verne completed the night. Next morning the traps were again emptied before breakfast.
In total, 106 macro species were recorded of which the highlights were:

L-album Wainscot
Crescent Dart
Sycamore

Small Blood-vein
Brussels Lace
Pinion-streaked Snout

Blue —bordered Carpet
Muslin Footman
Dusky Sallow

Short Cloaked Moth
Kent Black Arches
Portland Riband Wave



Chalk Carpet Beech-green Carpet

Least Carpet Dwarf Cream Wave

The Fern Galium Carpet

Southern Wainscot Qak Nycteoline

The Annulet Small Waved Umber
Four Spotted Hummingbird Hawkmoth
Fen Wainscot Heart & Club

By far the commonest moth of the weekend is a species that is both exceptionally rare in Glamorgan
and a pest species in Dorset, Brown-tail!!

The weekend was considered a great success with much discussion on where to hold the member’s
weekend next year. Amongst the suggestions was a return to Portland, Dungeness in Kent of Flatholm.

FIELD MEETING 30" JULY 1999

Our next field meeting takes place on Friday 30™ July to the Rhondda Cynon Taff butterfly reserve at
Parc Dowlais near Liantwit Fardre led by David Gilmore. Meet at 8.30pm in the carpark of The Ship
public house, ST 075 844. The pub is situated on the minor road from Llantwit Fardre to Efail Isaf &
Creigiau.

Although the reserve is fairly small it is a remnant of Rhos pasture that 1s sadly becoming increasingly
rare in the county. Rhos pasture does have a unique fauna and some surprises could well turn up.

FIELD MEETING 21* AUGUST 1999

For our August meeting we return to the Gower for a joint meeting with the British Entomolo gical &
Natural History Society to seek out Devonshire Wainscot, led by Barry Stewart.

Meet at Pitton on the B4247, situated 1 mile before you reach Rhossili, SS 427 876, at 8.00pm.
Dependent upon wind direction and strength, we will either visit a south facing valley near Pitton or
move to Oxwich if more shelter is required.

GLYNCORNEL ENVIRONMENTAL CENTRE

Richard Wistow will be running two Actinic Heath traps at the SSS1 woodland at Glyncornel near
Tonypandy in the Rhondda on Friday 6th August from 8.00 to 10.30pm. Please phone Richard at work
on 01443 484424 for further details.

BRISTOL & DISTRICT MOQTH GROUP

The Bristol & District Moth Group are holding their next field meeting on Friday 6" August at
Oldbury-on-Severn Power Station.

From the B4061 just north of Thornbury take the minor road signposted to Oldbury-on-Severn. After
approx. 2 miles, the road bears right, signposted to the power station. Follow this road to the carpark,
ST 607 943.

NEW MEMBERS

We are pleased to welcome one new member this month.
Mr. Rick Andrews, 14 Highdale Close, Whitchurch, Bristol, BS14 038, telephone 01275 83693 1.
Please also note that Mike Powell has a new mobile phone number, 07808 096972.



SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscription renewal notices were enclosed with your last newsletter for the period July 1999-June
2000 with the subscription rate set at just £4.00. Thank you to the 35 members who have to date
returned completed forms. It is intended to send future newsletters by Email, thus saving on postage &
photocopying costs and therefore we would be grateful to receive a completed form from every
member, even those that have complimentary membership, so as to update our database with any
changes to post codes or phone numbers. Please return your completed form, if you have not already
done so, to Mike Powell in the pre-addressed envelope, enclosing a cheque where appropriate, so as to
continue to enjoy your monthly newsletter uninterrupted.

ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR TO 30 JUNE 1999

Our Treasurer, Stefan Golaszewski, has prepared the accounts for the year 1% July 1998 to 30™ June
1999. The GMRG is in a sound financial position, with a current bank balance of nearly £480.00.
Howeve postage of the newsletter alone costs almost the same that we receive in membership
subscriptions. We are however looking in future to send the newsletter out by Email to those members
that can accept it electronically, thus saving on postage & printing costs. The full set of accounts 18
attached.

NEW SILURIAN RECORD

Moth trapping in my garden in Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, on the night of 6th July, produced an
amazing record, a male Silurian (Eriopygodes imbecilla). Its appearance in my suburban garden caused
much excitement and disbelief. It actually left me speechless as I phoned Adrian Hickman to tell him of
my catch, all I could manage was “T’ve got The Silu...The Silu...1t” Fortunately he understood what I
was trying to say and he and Sam Bosanquet came and confirmed the identity.

Apart from being a fantastic garden record for me, the appearance of this moth holds a far wider
significance. It is the first time that this mountain species has been recorded outside of its only known
breeding area (at least 6 miles distant) and perhaps fuels suspicions that this moth’s range is more
extensive than presently known.

First discovered in 1972, by Dr. G.A.N. Horton, in one gully in the North Western hills of what 1s
now known as Blaenau Gwent. It is only in recent years that a study by Dr. Paul Waring has

shown that this rare insect occurs over a wider area than first thought. Albeit still restricted to a
number of gullies in a 4km area. Little is still known about why their range is so restricted, in an
area with an abundance of seemingly suitable habitat. Indeed the truth could be that it is simply
not looked for elsewhere. Most moth enthusiasts wishing to see a Silurian understandably
concentrate their efforts in the known breeding area. Perhaps with this new sighting, a fair distance
from the Silurian colony, mothers will be more willing in future to search for this moth in other
suitable areas. -

References: - '
Dr. G.A.N. Horton “Monmouthshire Lepidoptera”
Dr. P Waring “The Status and Ecology of the Silurian Moth in Wales”

Sally Brown



