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FIELD MEETING 30" JULY 1999

A total of 98 species were recorded by the 17 members & friends who attended the field meeting to
Parc Dowlais, Llantwit Fardre on 30" July. Two notable and 6 local species were recorded with the
highlight being Smail Rufous, the first post 1980 record for East Glamorgan.

The full list of species recorded were as follows:

Leopard Moth Caloptilia stigmatelia

Carcina gquercana Anacampsis populella

Blastobasis lignea Pandemis heparana (Dark Fruit-tree Tortrix)
Acleris laterana Acleris aspersana

Acleris hastiana Acleris emargana

Olethreutes lacunana Endothenia marginana

Bactra lancealana Fpinotia nisella

Fucosma campoliliana FEucosma cana

Cydia splendana Alucita hexadactyla (Twenty Plume Moth)
Chrysoteuchia culmella Agriphila straminella

Acentria ephemerella (Water Veneer): Nb Fudonia mercurella
Nymphula stagnata (Beautiful China-mark) Pleuroptya ruralis (Mother of Pearl)

Hypsopygia costalis (Gold Triangle) The Drinker
Pebble Hook-tip Buff Arches
Large Emerald Common Emerald
Small Fan-footed Wave Riband Wave
Flame Carpet Red Twin-spot Carpet
Dark-barred Twin-spot Carpet Common Carpet
Yellow Shell Devon Carpet: Nb
Small Phoenix Green Carpet

July Highflyer Small Rivulet
Haworth’s Pug: L.ocal Wormwood Pug
White-spotted Pug: Local Clouded Border
Magpie Moth Brimstone Moth
Bordered Beauty Purple Thorn
Scalloped Oak Peppered Moth
Mottled Beauty Common wave
Common White Wave Clouded Silver

Light Emerald Elephant Hawkmoth



Iron Prominent

Pale Prominent

Muslin Footman: Local
Common Footman
Turnip Moth

Large Yellow Underwing
Least Yellow Underwing
Dotted Clay

Bright-line Brown-eye
Smoky Wainscot

Small Angle Shades
Dun-bar

Slender Brindle
Middie-barred Brindle
Common Rustic

Small Dotted Buft
Mottled Rustic

The Spectacle

Straw Dot
Pinion-streaked Snout: Local

FIELD MEETING 21* AUGUST 1999

Coxcomb Prominent

Y ellow-tail

Dingy Footman

Ruby Tiger

Flame Shoulder

Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing
Double Square-spot

Dot Moth

The Clay

The Miller

Double Kidney

Dark Arches

Rufous Minor: Local

Rosy Minor

Lesser Common Rustic: (Provisional)
Small Rufous: Local

Plain Golden Y

The Herald

The Snout

Small Fan-foot

A total of 23 members, friends & guests attended our joint BENHS field meeting to Fall Bay near
Rhossilli on 21 August. Although only 31 species were recorded at the three MV lights during the
breezy and chilly evening, there were two exiting finds. A single Square-spot Dart, a nationally notable

species & only the 4%

Gower record and a specimen of the provisional RDB2 tortrix, Cnephasia

genitalana were recorded. The tortrix constituted the first record for Gower and only the 2™ for the
county. The species is found only in SE England & South Wales, where the larvae are said to feed on
ragwort, Oxeye Daisy & buttercups (Bradley et al, 1973).

The full list of species recorded were as follows:

Orange Swift
Blastobasis lignea
Agriphila tristella
Pyrausta cespitalis
Purple Bar
Brimstone Moth
Dark Sword-grass
Flame Shoulder
Lesser Yellow Underwing
Small Square-spot
Nutmeg

Hedge Rustic
Angleshades
Common Rustic
Rosy Rustic

Silver Y.

Agonopterix nervosa
Cnephasia genitalana: pRDB2
Agriphila geniculea

Mullein Wave: Local
Double-striped Pug
Square-spot Dart: Nb
Shuttle-shaped Dart

Large Yellow Underwing
Lesser Broad-bordered Yellow Underwing
Square-spot Rustic

Broom {larvae)

Straw Underwing

Rosy Minor

Flounced Rustic

Gold Spot

in addition a Quail was heard calling and Dark & Great Green Bush-crickets, Devil’s Coach-horse &
the migrant hoverfly Fpisyrhpus baleatus were all seen.



FIELD MEETING, 10" SEPTEMBER 1999

Our final field meeting of 1999, led by Mike Powell, takes place on Friday 10" September to
Llantrisant Commont.

Meet at 7.30 p.m. at The Castell Mynach public house situated just off the A4119.

The pub is found by heading north up the A4119 towards Llantrisant from junction 34 of the M4.

At the first set of traffic lights turn right and immediately turn left into the pub carpark (ST 057 812).

BRISTOL & DISTRICT MOTH GROUP

The Bristol & District Moth Group are holding their next field meeting at 7.30 p.m. on Friday 10"
September at the Gordano Valley NNR.

On the B3124 from Portishead to Clevedon road, turn left (south) at Walton-in-Gordano crossroads.
Park by the reserve gate, ST 433 727.

MEMBERSHIP LIST

Enclosed with this newsletter is our current membership list of 64. Please check your entry and advise
Mike Powell of any errors.

We are pleased to welcome 6 new members to the group this month, Gwyn Roberts of Lower
Cwmtwrch, Swansea, David Poulter of Carmarthen, [an Duncan of Malvern, Dave Green & Mark
Parsons of Butterfly Conservation, Wareham and Tony Fry of Bridgend.

Welcome to all six.

MUMBLES HILL LNR

Ever since the Provisional Atlas of Macro-moths of Glamorgan was distributed to members of the
Group, I have had an eye on Mumbles as a place to go mothing. This small spit of land, jutting out into
Swansea Bay, is a 10km square all to itself — and with very few moth records! At the centre of this area
is Mumbles Hill Local Nature Reserve, limestone grassland & rough ground including areas of heather
& Blackthorn/Hawthorn scrub. I still have yet to set up a trap there (has anyone else?), but Rob Taylor
and I have made several short visits at dusk with hand-held lights. As well as adding a number of
interesting Micro records, we recorded the following Macro species new to the square.

White Pinion-spotted (5/99) Ghost Moth (7/99) Common Emerald (7/99)
Single-dotted Wave (7/99) Riband Wave (7/99) Dark Marbled Carpet (7/99)
Green Carpet (7/99) Lime-speck Pug (7/99) V Pug (7/99)

Brown Silver-line (7/99) Latticed Heath (7/99) Swallow-tailed Moth (7/99)
Clouded Silver (7/99) Common Footman (7/99)  White-line Dart

Heart & Club (7/99) The Clay (7/99) Grey Dagger (7/99)

Smal! Angle Shades (7/99) Light Arches (7/99) Marbled White Spot (7/99)
Pinion-streaked Snout (7/99) Fan-foot (7/99) The Fern (8/99)
Narrow-winged Pug (8/99) Willow Beauty (8/99) Purple Bar (8/99)

Obviously we have only scratched the surface so far, there is very much more to be discovered in this
square.

Martin White.



THE STATUS OF THE CHESTNUT-COLOURED CARPET IN GLAMORGAN

Although listed for Glamorgan by Skinner (1984), a substantiated record of the
Chestnut-coloured Carpet Thera cognata was not produced until 22 July 1995 when the
authors trapped a singleton in a MV trap at Horton, Gower. This record represented
almost a 200km extension of the species” known range in Great Britain, with the nearest
documented population being on the Great Orme, Caemarvonshire (ve49) (after
Waring, 1992). Away from these two Welsh coastal sites, this nationally notable (Nb)
species is only shown to be found in those parts of Scotland and northern England
where the larval foodplant, Juniper Juniperus communis, grows natively.

After the discovery of the Horton population in 1995, the species was not seen again until 19 May 1998
when Kevin Dupe found three larvae feeding on Junipers growing at Ramsgrove, some 5km to the
west. A search of the Junipers growing at Horton five days later by the authors produced five more
larvae. 1999 appears to have been a reasonably good year for the species at both these localities, with a
total of 11 adults being recorded (see Table 1). Another colony was located near Foxhole Slade (shown
on Figure 3), providing a tenuous link between the other two colonies. It is considered unlikely that
there are any undiscovered colonies of Chestnut-coloured Carpet along the Gower coast as the few
remaining ‘stands’ of Juniper have all been checked. The species does not appear to have taken to
cultivated forms of Juniper, although it may be worth checking any plants growing in suitable areas.

It is currently not known how viable each of the three populations is and/or if there is any genetic
interchange. The chances that adults from the Horton population disperse to either of the two more
westerly populations on an annual basis are considered to be extremely slim as these are more than 4km
away as the crow flies. Furthermore, each of the populations is likely to be comprised of only small
numbers of individuals as the larval foodplant is limited to around 20 plants at each location, thus
further reducing the probability of individuals finding one of the other colonies. A mark-recapture
study could be used to estimate population sizes and to examine movement of individuals.

Table 1. All Glamorgan records of Chestnut-coloured Carpet.
Date Site name No. Stage Observer

22/07/95 Horton 1 Adult(s) B. Stewart & S. Stewart
19/05/98 Ramsgrove 3  Larva(e) K. Dupe

24/05/98 Horton 5  Larva(e) B. Stewart & S. Stewart
10/07/99 Horton 7  Adult(s) B. Stewart
i
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12/07/99 The Sands Aduit(s) M. J. White
12/07/99 Foxhole Slade Adult(s) B. Stewart
13/07/99 Ramsgrove 3 Adult(s) B. Stewart

Although not immediately under threat from local extinction, the long-term prospects for the Chestnut-
coloured Carpet are far from secure, as native Juniper on the Gower coast is known to have suffered a
considerable decline (Quentin Kay pers. comm.). As no young plants appear to be re-colontsing lost
ground, it is likely that when old plants die off (or are burned), then so too will those invertebrates
associated with them. The moth group is therefore considering taking up a project to ensure the longer-
term survival of the Chestnut-coloured Carpet, possibly by direct propagation of native stock and
replanting in those areas where Juniper is known to have grown in the past and which are adjacent to
extant populations.



