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FIELD MEETING, 10" SEPTEMBER 1999

Our final field meeting of 1999,0n Friday 10™ September to Llantrisant Common was attended by 16

members, friends & guests. Those attending were Phil Bristow, Dave Fisher, Dave Gilmore, Stefan &
Henrik Golaszewski, Mr. & Mirs. Ceri Jones, Steve Moo, Mr. & Mrs. Gwyn Roberts, Barry Stewart,
Simon Warmington, Tony & Martin White and Jeff Williams.

A total of 32 species were recorded, with the highlights being Oak Nycteoline & Oblique Carpet, the

latter being the first post 1980 record in East Glamorgan away from Kenfig NNR.

Species recorded:

Agonopierix nervosa FEpiphvas postvittana
Olethreutes lacunana Bactra lancealana
Agriphila geniculea Blood-vein

Obligue Carpet Garden Carpet

Common Marbled Carpet Broken-barred Carpet (larva)
Green Carpet Lime-speck Pug (larva)
Double-striped Pug Clouded Border (larva)
Brimstone Moth Canary-shouldered Thorn
The Engrailed Flame Shoulder

Large Yellow Underwing Lesser Yellow Underwing
Smalil Square-spot Setaceous Hebrew Character
Square-spot Rustic Broom Moth (larva)

Smoky Wainscot Common Wainscot
Pink-barred Sallow Angle Shades

Qak Nycteoline Gold Spot

Silver Y The Snout

BRISTOL & DISTRICT MOTH GROUP

The Bristol & District Moth Group are holding their final field mecting of 1999 at Leigh Woods NNR
near Bristol on Friday 8th October, meeting at 7. 00pm. The meeting is specifically aimed at trying to
sort out the distribution of the Epirrita moths, with particular emphasis on Pale November Moth in the
Beech woodland.

From Ashton Gate take the A369 toward Pill. Turn right into Valley Road, which is the small road into
the wood after the turning to North Road but before the traffic lights at the top of the hill. Meet at the
warden’s cottage in the wood at the end of Valley Road.

As our own group has no meeting planned for October, members are very welcome to attend this
meeting and can be sure of a warm welcome from our friends in Bristol.



AUTUMN INDOOR MEETING, WEDNESDAY 24™ NOVEMBER

Our Autumn indoor meeting will take place on Wednesday 24" November at Kenfig National Nature
Reserve Centre, commencing at 8.00pm. Please make a note in your diary.
More details will appear in next month’s newsletter.

MICRO NEWS

Late news from August concemns Acrobasis repandana recorded at Cog Moors on 26" This record
constitutes the first post 1980 record for this species in Glamorgan. Also recorded on the same site visit
were Ypsolopha ustella, Acleris laterana, FEudemis profundana, Eucosma hohenwartiana & Phycita
roberelia.

On 16% September, Dave Gilmore & Mike Powell found three Mycyna asinalis, The Madder Pearl, a
notable species and the 1* post 1980 record, at Bull CIiff, The Knap.

GLOBAL WARMING NOT GOOD FOR TITS

The following article by John Timson appeared in the latest issue of Birding World (Volume 8, No.8).

Although there has been much research into the likely effects of the predicted rise in average
temperatures due to global warming on plants, much less has been done on the possible effects on birds.
However, biologists at Oxford & Bangor have recently discovered that Great & Blue Tits could well be
adversely affected by a rise in spring temperatures during their breeding season.

Writing in Functional Ecology (13; Suppl. 1,74, 1999) they describe the effects of higher temperatures
on the Pedunculate Oak, on which the caterpillars of the Winter Moth feed, and which in turn are a
major food for the young of both Great & Blue Tits. In years when the moth caterpillars are less
abundant both birds fledge fewer young.

The biologists found that at higher spring temperaturcs oak bud burst and moth egg hatch both occurred
earlier so the numbers of caterpillars produced was not affected. However, the birds cannot lay early
enough for their egg hatch to coincide with the peak of caterpillar production under these conditions. As
a result, the brood size of both Great & Blue Tits is likely to be reduced if global warming continues as
predicted. Of course, the birds may be able, in time, to use other caterpillars as their main food for
feeding their chicks, and other birds could benefit from the earlier peak of Winter Moth caterpillars.
However, it does seem that if higher spring temperatures occur in the future, the food chain of oak-
caterpitlars-tit chicks which has been so important for the birds living in oak woods will be disrupted,
and there could be fewer Great & Blue Tits in these woods.

ADDENDA & CORRIGENDA FOR THE PROVISIONAL ATLAS, FEBRUARY 1999

The caption for B&F 2108. Lunar Yellow Underwing Noctua orbona [Hufn ] in the Provisional Atlas
incorrectly reads Lunar Underwing,. This has led to some confusion with B&F 2270. Lunar Underwing
Omphaloscelis lunosa [Haw ] which is actually correctly captioned. A correct caption for Noctua
orbona [Hufn.] is enclosed with this newsletter for you to cut out and paste over the incorrect version in
your own copy of the atlas. The editors apologise for any confusion of inconvenience this has caused.



