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NEWSLETTER No. 39 - JANUARY 2000

AUTUMN INDOOR MEETING, 24" NOVEMBER 1999

25 members & guests attended our Annual autumn indoor meeting at Kenfig NNR reserve centre on
Wednesday 24™ Noyember. Following an opening address by Steve Moon an excellent discussion then
took place. -2

Treasurer’s Report: Stefan Golaszewski outlined our current financial position. We currently have £527

in our account but his projection is that by the end of our financial year on 30.06.00, our balance would be

approx. £330 unless we are successful in attracting more sponsorship. Welsh Brewers had again made a

donation of £100 but indicated this was the last year a donation would be possible. Accordingly it was

decided to increase individual membership to £5.00 per annum & to introduce family membership of

£8.00 from 1* July next year. Stefan pointed out that a rise was necessary as subscription income was

currently £220 per year whilst printing & postage costs were running at £340.

Field Meetings, 2000: It was decided that no meeting would be arranged for March as originally

proposed, however we would go ahead with an October meeting. Provisionally the following dates and

locations were proposed:

Saturday 15® April, Ilston Cwm, Gower, led by Barry Stewart

Friday 19™ May, Bull Cliff, The Knapp, Barry, led by Mike Powell

Friday 9" June, Crymlyn Burrows, led by Martin White

Friday 23" June, Kenfig NNR & Sker, led by Steve Moon

Saturday 8" July, an all day meeting to south Gower, led by Barry Stewart

Saturday 29" July, an all day joint meeting with BENHS and Butterfly Conservation to Old Castle Down
led by Dave Gilmore

Friday 25" August, Pant-y-Sais Fen, led by Martin White

Saturday 23" September, National Moth Night. (See below)

Saturday 7™ October, Whiteford Burrows, led by Barry Stewart

Recording highlights, 1999: Dave Gilmore is planning to prepare a short report on the recording

highlights of 1999. This will hopefully be published with one of our winter newsletters.

National Moth Night, 23" September 2000: It was decided that we should hold two events on National

Moth Night, one in the east of the county & one in the west. This was to avoid people having to travel too

far, also to raise awareness of the GMRG and to add a little competition to the evening. More details

would follow but it is likely that events will take place at Langland Bay in the west and at Porthkerry

Country Park in the east.

Member’s weekend: Three locations were considered for the August member’s w/e., Dungeness in Kent,

a return to Portland or a visit to Flat Holm. It was decided that we should try to arrange a visit to Flat

Holm if suitable dates can be arranged or return to Portland if this was not possible. -



Constant effort site(s): The report for the 1999 constant effort site, Cog Moors, is nearing completion
and will be circulated with one of the winter newsletters. Following discussion, it was agreed that the 2000
constant effort site would be Cefn Hirgoed, to the north of Bridgend and adjacent to junction 36 off the
M4, .
This site is close to the McArthur Glen/Sainsbury’s shopping complex and will come under development
pressure. We hope to attract up to £300 sponsorship from Bridgend Borough Council for this work.
BAP priority species fietldwork:  Currently we have 24 UK Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) priority
moth species recorded in Glamorgan, of which 12 are under review as possibly suspect. Of the remaining
12, Barry Stewart & Martin White have completed a survey on Silky Wave during 1999 and therefore we
have decided to concentrate on the following 5 species during the forthcoming season.

1731 Chalk Carpet (Scotopteryx bipunctaria)

1877 Waved Carpet (Hydrelia sylvata)

1982 Narrow-bordered Bee Hawk-moth (Hemaris tityus)

2191 Double Line (Mythimna turca)

2480 Buttoned Snout (Hypena rostralis)
in addition, there are 28 BAP priority moth species that have not been recorded in the county and we
intend to search for three of these, as they may possibly be present.

1880 Barred Tooth-stripe (Trichopteryx polycommata)

2253 Black-banded (Polymixis xanthomista)

2277 Scarce Merveille du Jour (Moma alpium)
In forthcoming newsletters we will publish as much ecological information as we have available with the
request that members suggest sites where these special species might be present.
We will then work with the moth conservation officers at Butterfly Conservation, the lead partner for most
of the moth action plans, Mark Parsons & David Green, to assist them in their important work.
Newsletters: It was decided that the November & December plus the January & February newsletters
should be combined, thus saving postage costs. Mike Powell would also look to make more use of the
internet to distribute the newsletter.
We would however continue to produce newsletters with colour plates. All members are also to be
reminded that anyone is welcome to submit photographs for reproduction in the newsletter (slides, prints
or pre-digitised images are all welcome). It will be of great benefit if the pictures are topical and/or current
and that some relevant background information is included with them. For example, a short paragraph of
how the specimen was located/trapped, background information on the site where it was trapped, a
summary of the species’ status within the county (data can be supplied on request), etc. MCP thanked
Barry Stewart for his work formatting the colour plates and issued a request for more members to submit
articles to their newsletter.
Records sub-committee: A records sub-committee consisting of both recorders, Dave Gilmore and
Barry Stewart plus Dave Slade & Martin White has been formed. The four will consider records of
doubtful provenance with the remit to “clean up” the county archive and arrive at a definitive list.
British Entomological & Natural History Society: Dr. Mike Wilson gave a short address on the
BENHS, its journal and the forthcoming annual exhibition. Mike then extended an invitation to our group
to visit the National Museum of Wales and to hold a meeting(s) there after Christmas. Subsequently, Mike
has arranged two workshops to be held in the spring at the NM of W:

Colin Hart on Plume moths planned for March and

Tony Davies on Pyralids confirmed for 8™ April
South Wales Invertebrate Group: Discussion took place on the formation of an umbrella group of
which the GMRG would form a part. Those present agreed we should hold onto our own identity at all
costs as we have a sound and growing membership and are currently financially sound. However we
would promote the recording of other orders by regularly devoting a section in our newsletter, providing
details of recorders, sites, identification tips and field guides, surveys as well as publishing photo’s.

The meeting concluded with an excellent slide show by Barry Stewart, David Painter & Mike Clark.



NEW MEMBERS

This month we welcome two new members, taking our membership to 69.
Rosie Haste, 12 Heol Waun Wen, Parc Bryntirion, Llangyfelach, Swansea, SA6 6FD and
Paul Aston, 11 Garreglwyd, Pembrey, Carmarthenshire, SA16 QUH. Welcome to both.

MICRO NEWS

Barry and Sandra Stewart recently recorded the larval mines of Stigmella suberivora on Holm Qak,
Quercus ilex at Caswell Bay, Gower, which constitutes the 1% record for this species in vice-county 41.

An Indian Meal Moth Plodia interpunctella appeared in their house on 19%, which was strongly suspected
to have been introduced with peanuts or wild bird seed. Other recent records are Acleris hastiana at Castell
Coch (MCP & DRWG), Emmelina monodactyla at Roath & Whitchurch (DRWGQG) and Epiphays
postvittana at North Cornelly (Greg Jones), the 1% record for SS 88. Finally Acrobasis consociella was
recorded by Mark Evans at Cwmbach, Aberdare on 8" November, the 1% record for SO 00.

Over the next few issues of the newsletter we intend to publish distribution maps for all of the notable
Pyralids that have been recorded in vice-county 41 in an attempt to help members understand which
species are rare nationally. A number of members have requested details as very little information has
previously been made available. This month we start with the Crambinae family, of which there are six
notable species that have been recorded in Glamorgan,

Status of notable Pyralids in vice-county 41, Glamorgan, Crambinae.
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RECENT REPORTS, NOVEMBER 1999

Mike Powell & Dave Gilmore took a Dusky-lemon Sallow at Wern Ddu on 262 QOctober, taking the
number of records for this species in Glamorgan to five. David recorded Winter Moth, Feathered Thom &
The Brick at Whitchurch during the month and at Cwmbach, Mark Evans took Spruce Carpet, Feathered
Thorn & Mottled Umber. Barry and Sandra Stewart recorded The Gem on 12™ at-Gorseinon and Greg
Jones found a Dark Swerd-grass at North Cornelly op 8™.

_(,;VER THE BORDER

A round trip-of-over 1400 miles to north-east Scotland on 25% September by Mike Powell was not entirely
a complete success. The Short-billed Dowitcher left the night before and he managed to get his first ever
speeding ticket (which will no doubt come as a surprise to those that have travelied with him!) However,
he did find a fine example of Juniper Carpet at the Cairngorm base station. Stefan Golaszewski visited
Dungeness in October and had Cypress Carpet (1* Kent record) on 26™ along with Gem, Mallow & Dark
Swordgrass.

CORRECTION TO NEWSLETTER 38, NOVEMBER 1999.
The status of Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth in Glamorgan.

Following a photograph sent to Dave Gilmore and Barry Stewart after the last newsletter had been
published, of one of the Hawk-moth larvae taken at Kenfig NNR, closer examination revealed characters
that were not consistent with that of Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth Hemaris fuciformis. For instance, a
second row of small red dots running along the subspiracular line were present, the colour of the horn was
nearly the same colour as the body of the larva but should have been dark on Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-
moth and the faint but noticeable ablique lateral lines which should not have been present in Hemaris sp.
BS & DRWG were later informed that both larvae were found on Salix sp. and.not Honeysuckle Lonicera
periclymenyn as was first thought. Both Barry & Dave agreed that the larva in the photograph was not that
of Broad-bordered Bee Hawk-moth, so what was it?

The food plant pointed to Eyed Hawk-moth Smerinthus ocellata or Poplar Hawk-moth Laothoe populi but
the colouration was wrong when compared to the plates in Jim Porter’s * Caterpillars of the British Isles™
(1997). Both set about. searching the available literature to sec if Eyed or Poplar display this larval colour
form The forms illustrated on plate 25 of Porter show the typical forms of both Eyed & Poplar hawks. A
written reference. of this form is given in MBGBI Vol.9 and likewise in Richard South’s “Moths of the
British Isles”. Barry & David needed to find an illustration of the form photographed at KNNR to confirm
their suspicions. They then visited the archive library at the National Museum of Wales and located
Buckler’s book “Larvae of British Butterflies & Moths”. The illustrations on plate 20 clearly matched the
KNNR larva, confirming it as either Eved or Poplar.



It would be interesting to know if this colour form has been recorded in other neighbouring counties.
Barry states that other larval records of Eyed and Poplar in Glamorgan have all been of the typical forms
shown in Porter. For a further example of variation in caterpillars, look at the photograph of the
Convolvulus Hawk-moth larva in our Provisional Atlas [plate iii : 5] and you will see that it differs
considerably from the illustration in Porter. It would suggest that caterpillar identification is just as
challenging as that of the adult moths and there are still many contributions that can be made.

The actual larva as well as Buckler’s illustrations are shown in this months photo gallery.

References:

Buckler: Larvae of British Butterflies & Moths, Vol. II Sphinges, Plate XX fig. 2, 1886.
Heath & Emmet: The Maths and Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland, Vol.9: 1983.
Porter, Jim: The colour identification guide to Caterpillars of the British Isles, 1997.
South, Richard: Moths of the British Isles, 1961.

David Gilmore & Barry Stewart

BANKES’S KNOT-HORN Epischnia bankesiella

Bankes’s Knot-hom is a pyralid listed by Parsons (1993) as a “Notable A’ species (i.e. thought to
accur in 30 or fewer 10km squares or, for less well-recorded groups, within seven or fewer vice-
counties). The species is very local in the UK and is only found in the extreme southwest and
Caernarvonshire where the larval foodplant Golden Samphire Inula crithmoides grows on limestone
in the upper splash-zone. Four records are known for Glamorgan, all from the Horton/Port Eynon
area. Larvae were found by Tony Simpsen in May 1983 at Horton (Simpson, 1984). They are
reported to spin together the tips of the foodplant in a conspicuous manner during the spring after
spending the winter in hibernation (Goater, 1986). Two more recent records were both of single adult
moths trapped at light in a_garden in Horton (22/7/95 and 10/7/99 (shown in Photo Gallery 4)). It is
likely that the species is more widespread on Gower as suitable habitat and foodplant occurs along
much of the coast.

Barry Stewart
References:

Goater, B. (1986) British pyralid moths: A guide to their identification, Harley Books.
Parsans, M. S. (1993) A review of the scarce and threatened pyralid moths of Great
Britain, UK Nature Conservation, Nao. 11, INCC.

Simpson, Dr A. N. B. (1984) Notes and Observations, Enfomologist's Record, 96, p. 31.

PALE TUSSOCK LARVA

The Pale Tussock larva that appears in photo gallery No. 4 was caught feeding on Oak in Valley Wood,
Penllergaer, Nr. Swansea in September 1997, whilst dusking with Martin White & Rob Taylor. This
species is one of my favourite caterpillars, so Ltook it home to photograph.

There are four bright yellow dorsal tufts near the head end and a longer, red tuft at the anal end. When
alarmed they lower the head, which then reveals jet black bands between the yellow tufts i.e. classic
warning colouration. It was this feature that I have attempted to show in the photograph, along with the
very angular nature of the tufts — like a perfect punk Mohican. The moth successfully emerged the
following summer.

Kevin Dupe



STATUS OF Lampronia fuscatella IN GLAMORGAN [v-c 41]

T A
TRLE

This species was first recorded in Glamorgan at Roath, Cardiff in June 1998. Since then there have
been five more records, ail coming during this year, 1999, Four records came from north Cardiff, at
Llanishen & Whitchurch and more significantly a single record came from Cwmbach, Aberdare. This
first record away from Cardiff is very interesting because what seemed to be a small population in the
Cardiff area now seems to be more widespread than was first thought.

The density of this species in the county is as yet unknown, although Stefan Golaszewski has
recorded three in his Llanishen garden during the year in May, August and September. All of the
records have come from either MV or Actinic light and until the September record from Llanishen,
all had previously been females.

n Moths & Butterflies of Great Britain & Ireland, Vol. 1 pp 286-7 and map 132, it states that the
faod plant for L. fuscatella is Birch (Betula sp.). It is univoltine, flying May & June, 1t is a very local
and uncommon species, classified as notable — Na, for Great Britain. The records from Glamorgan
would however seem to indicate that the flight times may be longer than was at first thought or even
that the species has two flight periods. More information is thus required.

Looking at the national distribution maps in Heath & Emmet it seems the species is found in two
widely separated areas, from Dorset [v-¢ 9] to East Sussex [v-c 14] in the south to five vice-counties
in the north west of England, with a single record coming from Scotland [v-¢ 93].

Our records seem to fit neatly in the middle of this distribution pattern. It may be that the southem
population is spreading north and westwards, although as far as I am aware this species is unrecorded
from Somerset [v-c 5], South Gloucestershire [v-c 6] or Monmouthshire [v-¢ 35]. It could however
be that the northern population has moved south from Cheshire [v-¢ 58] or that the species has simply
~ gone unrecorded in our area. I am also unaware of this species having been recorded from any Welsh
counties to the north of us since Vol. 1 of MBGBI was published. We need to know a lot more about
the present distribution of this species in Glamorgan, so if you catch a small, light grey, Footman-like
moth with an orangy-yellow head which you cannot place in Skinner, Barry and 1 would like to hear
from you.

Dave Gilmore

Reference: _
Moths and Butterflies of Great Britain and Ireland, Volume 1. Heath & Emmet 1983.



Metzneria aestivella (Nb) ON WASTEGROUND IN SWANSEA DOCKS

Metzneria aestivella is an attractive micro-moth belonging to the family Gelechiidae. An article
published in the British Journal of Entomology and Natural History by Sokoloff and Bradford (1990)
covers the life histories and provides colour illustrations of all species of several genera including that
of Metzneria. In the notes on the life history of M. aestivella it is stated that the larva spends the
winter in the seedheads of Carline Thistle (Carfina vulgaris) and that it can be detected by the
presence of a few raised florets (see Figure 1). With this information in the back of my mind I kept an
optimistic eye open for the foodplant of this notable species during December.

During a visit to Queen’s Dock in Swansea
(556792), where I saw an adult Yellow-legged
Gull (Larus cachinnans) and a very odd-looking
adult Herring Gull ([. argentatus), which had a
dark right eye and a more typical pale left eye, 1
was excited to see a modest quantity of Carline
Thistle growing on waste ground by the dock. I
collected a small sample of seedheads, and then
later carefully opened them up to look for larvae.
My first attempt was successful, with one white
and very fat larva being found in the labyrinth of
larval ‘borings’ found at the base of the floret. My
second dissection was again successful with two
being found with very little effort. Clearly there
must have been a high proportion of seedheads
containing larvae. It is probable that careful
examination of Carline Thistles growing Figure 1. Carline Thistle
elsewhere will produce similar results (you will showing signs of larval
need gloves should you attempt this!). Only a ggiiﬁgjz of Metznena
small sample of seedheads should be required

for examination to locate larvae. To date there are

only two records of this species in the county, but like the foodplant, the species is almost certain to
be much more widespread.

Two species of tortricoid moth were also recorded in the larval stages, Fndothenia
gentianaeana and Cochylis roseana, from the same location on the same date. Both were

found by prizing open the seedheads of Wild Teasel (Dipsacus fullonum). In the case of £.
gentianaeana a solitary pith-feeding larva was found occupying the central cavity of
numerous seedheads, as described by Bradley er al. (1979). Where the seeds themselves

had been subjected to the feeding activities of a boring larva and where the central cavity

remained untouched, the presence of C. roseana was betrayed (Bradley et al., 1973).

Barry Stewart

References:
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THYME PUG LARVAE AT OVERTON, 10th JULY 1999

1 attended the July field meeting to Gower in the hope of seeing Silky Wave, having missed
this species on the 1998 meeting due to torrential rain. Little did I realise that Barry Stewart
was determined to introduce me personally to each and every one! After several hours of
surveying suitable habitat, (suitable for mountain goats, that is) I found a particularly
comfortable rock and settled down to watch Barry, Andy and Dave compete to set a new
altitude record for the Silky Wave. While they clambered over the top of a ridge, I noticed
some minute caterpillars on the Thyme plants nearest me, which Barry was able to confirm as
Thyme Pug, the first ever record for the Gower. One of the larvae, photographed later by
Barry appears in this month’s photo gallery.

This is the third post 1980 record of Thyme Pug in the Vice-county, prior to which it was last
recorded in 1920. The other modem records are:

1995 Penylan, Cardiff R & V Smith (Roth. Survey)
21/07/96 Taf Fechan/Merthyr ~ Mike Powell, Dave Gilmore & Phil Bristow

Stefan Golaszewski
References:
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